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It Is generally recognized that
extremely low frequency
electromagnetic fields
ELF-EMF) are present in the
environment as a result of the
generation, transmission, distribution
and use of electricity in modern
soclety.
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Living
Dangerously

Are everyday toxins
making you sick?

SUNDAY 25 huly 2004

When cancer strikes a
greater than expected
number of cases among
people who work
together or live within a
certain geographic area,
it is often difficult to
find a common link,
writes

ERIKA NIEDOWSKI.

ORE than a hundred
Long Island women liv-
ing close to high-voltage

power lines develop breast can-
cer, Sixteen children from a
Nevada county are stricken with
leukaemia. Fifteen employees of
a Philadelphia chemical company
are diagnosed with brain
tumours,

Is it coincidence? Causeand
effect? Too hard to tel i

ists who study these so-called
of disease, the answers
all too often are frustratingly
Vague.

“These situations are typically
very challenging and unsatisfying
to everyone involved,” said Dr
Michael | Thun, head of epidemi-

h at the American

ty.
st of all, the affect-
ed people are ill, so irrespective

Cancer cluster links
are often elusive

FitForlife

dren with leukaemia in Woburmn,
Massachusetts. In the movie ver-
sion of the book Civil Action, John
Travolta played the crusading
attorney who spent years trying
to prove a link between the ill-
nesses and contaminated well
water, The case was settled out
of court.

“It's really detective work,"
said Julie Buring, professor of
epidemiology at the Harvard
School of Public Health, who
years ago investigated a hand-
ful of brain cancer cases that
turned out to be linked to a
chemical exposu

(Cases are more likely to be
part of a cluster, experts say, if
they involve a single type of can-
cer, a rare type or one that isn't
typically found in the age group
in question. But, in science, hard
and fast rules don't always apply.

“What | think helps keep the
hypothesis open that there may
be an association between work
and cance I call ‘bio-

of what caused it, they're dealing Hard to establish .. If a group of people living close to high-voltage power lines develop cancer, it doesn't
with the disease; And, secondly, necessarily mean that the power lines are the culprits.
the level of scientific certain

lissa A, McDiarmid, director of
the occupational health pr
gramme at the Univer
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arts can focus electromagnetic force from
toasters, TVs, and bedside lamps into

your
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