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Landmark Emissions Drop

As reported by the Deputy Minister of Energy, Green Technology and Water
Datuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid, by early December last year, Malaysia has cut
its carbon emission intensity by 33%. This milestone means that the country is
on track to meet our pledge of achieving a 40% cut in carbon emission
intensity by the year 2020, as committed by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak in Copenhagen in 20009.

Calling the remaining time “critical”, Datuk Seri Mahdzir also said that the target will be
“achievable once we can generate cleaner electricity from renewable sources, conserve energy
and encourage sustainable clean transport and grow green industries.”

lllustrating the government’s commitment to this is the Malaysian Green Technology Corporation,
which has been tasked with formulating a master plan for green technology, for use by the public
and private sectors in order to reach the emission reduction target.

Left: According to the Deputy Minister of
Energy, Green Technology and Water —
Datuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid (inset) — the usage
of renewable energy such as solar power is
one of the ways to ensure Malaysia achieves
the goal of a 40% cut in carbon emission by
the year 2020.
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Safe Gas Usage
for Households

With the majority of homes in Malaysia depending on gas for cooking
through central piping or cylinders, and considering the chemical volatility

of the commaodity, safety should always be considered a priority for domestic
consumers. As such, Energy Malaysia highlights some tips for home owners.

To properly light a stove, ignite a
match and direct the flame close to
the burner before slowly opening
the gas valve. Ensure that the area
is well-ventilated to enable complete
combustion, never leave the burner
unsupervised, and always close the
gas valve after use.

Before lighting the stove,
ensure that combustible
materials are kept away.
Additionally, food and oil
spills — which could be
flammable — should be
cleaned immediately.

The gas hoses used should
also be certified and
approved by the Energy
Commission. In addition,
they should regularly be
checked and serviced by
a certified gas-competent
person who is attached
to a gas contractor
registered with the Energy
Nt Commission, to ensure

- - that there are no leaks.

Do not use liquefied petroleum
gas for stoves designed
specifically for natural gas —
check the labels on the stove
and tank. If uncertain, consult
a gas licensee authorised by
the Energy Commission.

Consumers should never attempt to connect gas piping themselves or undertake
excavation work close to gas pipes. In the event of a suspected gas leak, ensure
that all gas valves are closed, and all doors and windows are opened, before
notifying the gas dealer or gas licensee authorised by the Energy Commission. In
the meanwhile, do not switch any electrical appliances on or off.
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PROCEDURE FOR IMPORTING

ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT

Applicant applies for a
Certificate of Approval (COA)

The application must include the
name, brand and model type of
the equipment, and a test
report/CB certificate.

Once tested and

verified, safety

labels are issued
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TESTING PERFORMANCE

While the Energy Commission sefs the standards regarding regulated appliances, SIRIM carries
out tests fo ensure that these specifications are met. Two types of fests are performed:

Full Type Test Consignment Test

Products manufactured Imported products would be issued a COA if they were
locally are subjected fested in a recognised laboratory in their home country

fo this test. Electric and comply with Infernational Electrotechnical Commission
appliances are sent to (IEC) standards. Once these items reach Malaysian shores,
SIRIM to ensure they meet they are sent to SIRIM for consignment fesfs, which verify
the preset requirements their adherence to the specifications they came with. SIRIM
of the Certificate of also ensures they are compatible with Malaysia’s deviation
Approval (COA). requirements before these products can be sold locally.

During these tests, appliances undergo certain examinations to ensure they are safe fo use in
a Malaysian environment (considering the humidity and temperature), in addition to standard
procedures such as determining hazardous live parts, and ensuring that they are insulated and
resistant fo impact.
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Continued from page 6

EMPOWERING CONSUMERS

These efforts are in line with
the Energy Commission’s goal of
nurturing smart and empowered
consumers who are attuned to the
safe handling and usage of electrical
goods and equipment. The urgency
with which the Commission has
approached this task was also
because a 2013 report showed that
many Malaysians were unaware of
the need for proper safety measures
when using electrical home appliances,
in particular water heaters.

There is a need to be vigilant, and
the Energy Commission works
with the Royal Malaysian Customs
Department to keep an eye out
for these specific imports, in order
to ensure that only safe products
reach Malaysian consumers.

regularly test their circuit breakers
by pressing the button labelled ‘T".

properly, electricity supply will be

Right: In order to ensure the
safety of electricity flow, home
owners are encouraged to

If the circuit breaker is working

temporarily interrupted.

Although water heaters already come
with an in-built 15mA (milliampere)
circuit  breaker, regulations
require that households with a water
heater also install an additional
residual-current circuit breaker (RCCB)
with a 10mA leakage sensitivity. This
is because the builtin RCCB may not
be able to detect minute leakages
which could cause serious injuries.

Even so, the Energy Commission
discovered that nearly 80% of
households have yet to install
this potentially life-saving device.
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This resulted in tragedy for a Japanese
expatriate family in September 2013,
in a shower electrocution incident.
Even more recently, in August this year,
a Malaysian woman was electrocuted
while in the shower.

Before this second tragedy, the
Energy Commission had already
leapt into action. For instance, it
announced that water heaters installed
in new residential buildings and
hotels must have the latest safety
features. Developers who violate the
rule will face a fine of not more than
RM5,000.

o o

By ensuring that electrical equipment and consumer goods entering the country meet the
strictest standards, the Energy Commission is playing its part in safeguarding the safety and
interests of electricity consumers. At the same time, its outreach and public advocacy measures
are also empowering consumers with the knowledge they need to protect themselves, and in
doing so, setting the stage for a world-class electrical consumer goods sector.



























































































































