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TWo Labuan nitespots 
raided for power theft 

Iffah Dilaney 
LABUAN: Two local en t e r t a inmen t p rem-
ises at Jalan Bunga Dahlia (China town) , 
here, were f o u n d to have t ampe red with 
their electric meters d u r i n g a raid by the 
Energy Commiss ion and Sabah Electric-
ity Sdn Bhd (SESB). 

SESB ac t ing m a n a g i n g d i rec to r Ir. 
Abdul Nasser Abdul Wahid said af ter sev-
eral m o n t h s of close observa t ion by its 
special task force, the premises were 
ra ided on suspicion of s teal ing electric-
ity-

"We es t imate tha t the premises are re-
sponsible to have b r o u g h t a loss of tens 
of t housands of r inggi t to SESB. 

"However, we will know of the accu-
ra te f igure only seven days a f t e r a new 
m e t e r has b e e n set u p at the premises," 
he said. 

Energy Commiss ion Deputy Director 
(Development and Enforcement Coordi-
na t ion) Ir. Shafei Mohamed said tha t in-
v e s t i g a t i o n p a p e r s w i l l h p n p e n p f l a n H 

act ion will be t aken agains t the owners 
or opera tors of the premises. 

The cases are being investigated under 
Section 37(1) and 37(3) of the Power Sup-
ply Act 1990, which provides for a f ine of 
u p to RMi mil l ion or five years imprison-
ment , or bo th , u p o n conviction. 

"This illegal pract ice of t a m p e r i n g 
with the electric meter , do ing illegal ad-

Shafie (centre) with Abdul Nasser (second.right) showing the tampered meters. 
j u s t m e n t s or bypass ing the me te r is no t 
only aga ins t the law b u t poses a risk to 
consumers ," he told repor te r s d u r i n g a 
press confe rence at the SESB bu i ld ing 
here Friday. 

Shafei also disclosed tha t 1,389 p rem-
ises in all m a j o r towns in Sabah and 
Labuan were inspected this year. 

Of the number , 369 cases of electricity 
t he f t were recorded , i ncu r r ing losses 
a m o u n t i n g to RM2,560,992.23 for the 
power provider. 

The Energy Commiss ion recorded a 
loss of nearly RM1.3 mi l l ion in Labuan 
and RM6.4 mil l ion in Sabah f r o m elec-
tricity thef t , f r o m 2017 to Sept 12, 2019. 
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SUMMARIES
Iffah Dilaney LABUAN: Two local entertainment premises at Jalan Bunga Dahlia (Chinatown), here, were found to have tampered
with their electric meters during a raid by the Energy Commission and Sabah Electricity Sdn Bhd (SESB). SESB acting managing
director Ir.
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