
50 % of electrical accidents result in deaths 
PUTRAJAYA: On average, 58 
electrical accident cases occur 
every year in the country , 
with nearly 50 per cent of the 
accidents resulting in deaths. 

Energy Commission (EC) 
Director of Elec t r ica l Safety 
Regulat ions , Mohd Elmi 
Anas said for the past 15 
years , the commiss ion had 
inves t iga ted up to 899 cases 
of e lec t r ica l accidents , 
of which 448 resu l ted in 
fatalities. 

"Th i s year alone, 34 cases 
have been reported to EC and 
if th i s f i g u r e is annua l i s ed , 
the to ta l accidents recorded 
th i s year would be 58 
cases. 

"Th i s n u m b e r ind ica tes 
an inc reas ing t r end by 7.4% 
compared to the previous 
year," he said in a s ta tement 
yesterday. 

He added the EC's in-depth 
investigations discovered that 
32 per cent of the accidents 

were the r e su l t of improper 
installation and maintenance of 
equipment. 

Mohd Elmi said th i s was 
followed closely by f a i l u r e 
to heed safe work pract ices, 
which stood at 30.5 per cent. 

"Other causes include 
dange rous ac t iv i t ies nea r 
public electrical installations, 
t r e s p a s s i n g at e lec t r i ca l 
i n s t a l l a t ions and misuse of 
electrical systems," he said. 

He added about 26 per cent 
of the inc idents occu r red 
at non-domest ic e lec t r i ca l 
ins ta l la t ions such as factory 
p remises and commerc ia l 
buildings and schools, whilst 
15.7 per cent took place at 
residential premises. 

For such reasons , he said, 
yes te rday the commiss ion 
had launched a Non-Domestic 
Electrical Instal lat ion Safety 
Code in its efforts to improve 
the s t a n d a r d of e lec t r i ca l 
safety in this country. 

He said the code was in line 
wi th the r e q u i r e m e n t unde r 
section 33B of the Electrici ty 
Supply (Amendment) Act 
2015, which s ta ted t ha t a 
non-domest ic e lec t r i ca l 
installation owner or operator 
reg i s te red unde r the act , 
licensee for retail and licensee 
for a p r iva te ins t a l l a t ion , 
should comply wi th the 
code. 

Mohd Elmi said the code was 
registered by the commission 
under section 50A on May 17 
th is year ( 2017) and shal l be 
effective from the date. 

"Amongst the main objectives 
of the code is to provide safety 
r e q u i r e m e n t s in re la t ion 
to the design, cons t ruc t ion , 
operation, inspection, testing 
and main tenance of the non-
domest ic in s t a l l a t ions , in 
accordance wi th applicable 
t echn ica l s t a n d a r d s and 
good prac t ices ," he said. -
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