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GaSandnﬂnummamungthelopcauses
of fires breaking out nationwide.

very dangerous and difficult to control when
gas is involved because of the pressurised

“For example, if a wok is on fire, we can use

extinguisher, burning
conﬂnuehecausethem’uﬁngasthmh.me
most effective way is to cut the ﬁps
shutting the valve or pulling off the
mngeﬂilngnt?eﬂmmmasevalvenm
t a fire.”

become gmamr.mis,heexplams,]eudsman

Ifxt‘sasmnllﬁre,d:emsnhmgﬁmﬁglm
do is to extinguish the blaze, cut the gas supply
and remove the tank. In apartment blocks

where the gas is from a 300kg central
tank - as malikgtmkathnme the
danger is greater. 3

ﬂfmmmmnmkemﬂmﬂwm
line is connected directly from kitchen to
kitchen. Unfortunately, I've seen apartments
with gas pipes going through the living rooms,
bedrooms and access lobby.”.

He reminds prospective
masﬁmboutmeconldngﬁmmpmwdedby
the developer. If there’s a central gas supply,

*
*

Gas blasts
around the

world

£

ask whether the gas line is in a
gas protected

Gas, he says, is odourless but mercaptan - a
pungent-smelling odorant - is added into LPG
andgipau-mmmmlsaStNG),mﬂmlmlm

“As people aren’t familiar with the smell of
gas, my advice is to open all the doors and
window when you smell something funny or
out of the ordlnary Most importantly, don’'t
touch any swhn}mbecauseyou
mul:ltxiggerame

GThennstMu-q
is to cut the gas supply by

“Even when you open your doors and win-
dows, gas could still be traj in the house
because in terrace houses for example, venti-
lation may not be that good. And, we're deal-
mgWMamugll:yps’ﬂJaldom‘tdispem
easily even after the c[mply

The gas, he says, remain trapped

under the stove or in the drain. So, even turn-
mgundwfanmmmwimadgarmhlmm
the drain, could be fatal.

gone before getting an expert authorised by
the Energy Commission to check the tank.
While the public can call the fire station for

- March 25

Eapa

A man was charged with Agasleakcausada

murder for setting off blast that burns when a gas leak caused
ina seven in| an explosion at a chicken stall
home in Pakistan. m\s in the Batu Lanchmguarka.

Eﬂmme a

‘- Feb 23

I-Izmmindsmnsu.unersmlwepmmhtdt-
ens clean because oily surfaces catch fire easi-
ly. He warns against being penny

foolish when it comes to safety. Don’t
try DIY tricks as these can be deadly.

“When the gas does not come on, some

ts like heavy books on top of the

weight
regulatortoﬂxmepmpmhluninside.whm
the regulator. -

they should be
. “You must also make sure that

maintenance. Hmvma.ny

times in a day do you turn the stove’s knob in

a year? Don’t you think it'll get loose?” he says,

adding that it’s important for consumers to

o iy Ty e o e o
may to out

of the house fast. i

The guidelines for gas safety at home, how-
ever, comes under the Energy Commission.

© Ablast in the residential natural

: gas piping system
: homes in a Baotou city

d 83

Nonhthha.
. five and injuring 25 others..

Feb11

It's not a ‘GAS'ing game

In conjunction with Firefighter’s International Day this Thursday, Sunday Star talks to the Malaysian Fire and Rescue
Department, experts and regulatory bodies about keeping homes safe from kitchen fires and gas blasts.

sary safety valves are in order, and there’s a

wﬂ%

Last year, the t waded through
20,785 technical plans to ensure that buildings
here are in line with international

explosion occurs, Zurkarnain explains.

Last year, the number of lives lost in fires
saw a of 30% compared to 2015. This, he
misglgm to better safety awareness

“The weather has been coop-
erative lately. No
hot and dry season
means less fires.”

- - Oct21 :
A gas explosion injured 31 at
gus Burok recreational park in
Kuala Terengganu. The balloons
turned into a giant fireball when

- Oct.
mwasldﬂedwhenanamralgasfor‘
- vehicles (NGV) tank exploded at a petrol

-sta&in in Taman Mount Austin, Johor
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He says property valued at RM35.8bil

-was salvaged nationwide, thanks to the
department’s quick action. This was 21.4%
more than the RM29.5bil recorded in 2015.

The department’s average response time
last year was 14.95 minutes - an improve-
ment, he proudly shares, compared to
15.02 minutes in 2015.

“Our response time to over 45% of the
emergency calls received last year was less
than 10 minutes, With 39 new fire stations
coming up nationwide on top of the exist-
ing 282, we'll do even better,” he says, add-
ing that eight ‘fire posts’ - fire fighting
equipment and crew stationed at strategic
locations in crowded cities - were set up in
KL, Selangor, Malacca and Putrajaya. More
will come.

The adoption of the ‘offensive fire fight-
ing technique’, he says, has also trans-
formed the department's operations team,
resulung in quicker fire control and fewer

“This tecl'lmque emphasises aggressive,
direct attack, to the source of the fire.
Because the use of water is minimal, we’re
able to investigate the cause of the fire

faster.”
to the World Health
Organization's (WHO) 2016 fact sheet,
burns are a global public health problem,
accounting for an estimated 265,000
deaths annually. The majority of these
occur in low and middle-income countries
and almost half occur in South-East Asia.
Non-fatal burns are a leading cause of
morbldity. including prolonged hospitali-
d.l.sﬁgurem and disability, often
stigma and rejection.
h.nim'ns mvolvmé LPG, the
body is charred from waist down, says
‘Zurkarnain. Whereas with NG, the body is
charred from waist up. The department,
says, will work with the Health
to beef up its Emergency Medical
Services (EMRS).

The ministry’s Medical Emergency
Coordination Centre will coordinate
ambulances to be deployed from fire sta-
tions nationwide when a 999 call for the
service is received. The ministry, he adds,
will also help train the department’s EMRS
team. Last year, the team responded to
15,482 cases.

Now registered under the Societies Act,
the 350 volunteer fire fighting units (PBS)
nationwide will be re-registered under the
Malaysian Fire and Rescue Department to
improve and transform its management.
This, however, would require the amend-
ment of the Fire Services Act 1988 (Act
341), he says, adding that 15,000 members
are registered with the PBS. These meas-
ures, he shares, are among the year’s
plans to improve the department’s effec-
tiveness.

In March, Urban Wellbeing, Housing
and Local Government Minister Tan Sri
Noh Omar announced that the depart-
ment received RM206,100,000 under the
11th Malaysia Plan. As the task of firefight-
ers has evolved, the machineries needed
have to match accordingly, he said.

The first of two new heavy lift helicop-
ters acquired by the department is expect-
ed to arrive next month while the other is
set to be delivered next year, says
Zurkarnain. The department also pur-
chased equipment for the hazardous-ma-
terial emergency response team at the
Pengerang petroleumn hub in Johor and 19
aerial ladder platforms for fire stations
around the country.

“Abang Bomba and I Love You on TV
helped Malaysians better understand the
life and duties of a firefighter. Hopefully,
we can have a film out this year.”

Powered by: @isentia




Headline

It's not a GASing game

MediaTitle Sunday Star
Date 30 Apr 2017 Color Full Color
Section Focus Circulation 339,002
Page No 18,19 Readership 818,000
Language English ArticleSize 1265 cm?
Journalist sgchris@thestar.com.my Stories by AdValue RM 63,663
Frequency Daily PR Value RM 190,989
- Aug 21 - April 18 - April 5 Be safe, not sorry

i An explosion caused by a gas tank :
: leak, blew off the roof of yong tau
: foo seller Ee Kok Meng's house in
1 Meru, Klang. He suffered severe

i burns. His wife died.

Oct1

Some 90 peaple were
injured, five of them
seriously, in a gas
explosion at a cafe in
Velez, Madrid.

: Penang.

]uly 30

A fire broke out at one of the
transformers in the Petronas LNG
Complex in Bintulu - the world's largest

liquefied natural gas (LNG) plant,

causing a mass evacuation of workers,

A Myanmar national was
: killed, and five others injured, : were injured in Mid Valley Megamall,
i inagastriggeredblastona : KL The incident was caused by blasts
: tanker in Butterworth,

i Eight employees of two F&B outlets

¢ in the liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
i system.

" April 15

Lawyer Eileyn Chua suffered 80% burns
when a gas leak caused an explosion in
the family’s double-storey house in
Sungai Nibong, George Town. Ninety
percent of the lower floor was damaged.

If you smell gas (a smell similar to ‘rotten eggs’),
take these precautionary measures:

w Open all windows and doors ~ = Don't turn on, or off, any

s0 the gas can escape. electrical switches.
= Ensure that the gas appliance = Don't light a fire (eg: with
valve and the gas valve on matches/lighters).

the gas pipe connected to the g pon't smoke.

. = Don't use your handphone in
u Turn off the gas valve at the gas-filled premises.

meter and inform the
licensee immediately. = Evacuate all occupants.

Source: Energy Commission (www.st.gov.my/index.php/en/consumer/gas/gas-safety-tips)
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