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FIRE HAZARDS

FIRST, the Malaysian Cable Manu-
facturers Association (MCMA) wish-
es to thank the NST for publishing
the article “Fire Hazard” (NST, Feb
17).

Although the article did not specif-
ically mention the issue of household
cables or wmng, MCMA would like to
offer its views on points hlghhghted
in the article. . .

Overloading of circuits can also be
caused by improper use of substan-
dard cables or wires, besides the ex-
tension cord and/or faulty wiring in-
stallation.

These “substandard cables” are
cables or wires that are illegally pro-
duced, under-designed or non-com-
pliant designs, against the globally
recognised international stagdards
such as IEC, BS or Malaysian Stan-
dards (MS).

MCMA has been involved in dis-
seminating and educating the public
and stakeholders on the importance

of duly certified and good quality
cables and wires. These include:
THE issue of substandard cables.
An example was the one-day work-
shop organised by the Energy Com-
mission with technical support from
MCMA last October in Shah Alam to
educate local stakeholders and au-

thorities such as. the Fire Depart-
ment, Sirim QAS International Sdn
Bhd, Public Works Department, Do-
mestic Trade, Cooperatives and
Consumerism Ministry, Customs De-
partment, Construction Industry De-
velopment Board, The Electrical and
Electronics Association of Malaysia,
and Standards Department on the
dangers of using substandard ca-
bles.

MCMA has also conducted talks
and given presentations at exhibi-
tions to share its knowledge on cer-
tified cables.and the hazards of using
substandard cables. The public can

-visit www.mema.org.my to find out

more about future presentations.
Literature on certified versus sub-
standard cables are available at the
site.

Suggestions:,

IT is recommended that periodic
inspections and maintenance be
conducted on electrical wiring in
public buildings and domestic
dwellings, especially for older instal-
lations.

Wires and cables have a lifespan
and their effectiveness and perfor-
mance depend on the workload, and
whether there is proper installation
and maintenance.

WE recommend that all mternal

wiring and installation in public
buildings and homes be upgraded
using the latest cables and housing
wire technology to reduce haz-
ardous smoke inhalation and to
avoid toxic suffocation.

These include low smoke zero
halogen technology cable and wire

insulation materials.

WE encourage the use of certified
cables and wiring under Internation-
al Standards and Malaysian Stan-
dards with a proven track record,
and have been tested by the author-
ities. '

MCMA certifies that its members
are governed by authorities such as
Energy Commission, Malaysian
Communication and Multimedia
Commission, Sirim, DSM, Fire De-
partment and JKR.

MCMA welcomes public participa-
tion in disseminating and sharing ex-
pertise on certified cables.

We accept invitations from the
public or institutions to present talks
on the advantages of using certified
cables and wires produced by our
members.

DATUK DR ABDUL RAZAK ABDUL,
President, Malaysian Cables
Manufacturers Association ‘
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