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Billing format to have extra item

TO let consumers get used to
the new surcharge, Tenaga Na-
sional Bhd (TNB) will add an
extra item on the monthly elec-
tricity bill to reflect the likely
extra amount to be imposed.

The monthly bill will soon
reflect a breakdown of power
supply costs — generation,
transmission and distribution
— by the time it arrives at the
customer's location.

This is part of the pilot proj-
ect being undertaken under the

(FCPT) mechanism, which
means consumers will pay ex-
tra when the price of raw mate-
rial used for power generation
— like gas and coal — rises. If
such prices fall, the consumer
stands to benefit, said MyPow-
er chief executive officer Datuk
Abdul Razak Abdul Majid.

The FCPT mechanism allows
any changes in fuel cost to be
channelled to users through
tariff rates implemented by
the government. What this

subsidies do not "enrich" inde-
pendent power producers. "The
subsidised gas cost is passed
through to TNB and ultimately,
to consumers.

"Many global studies have
shown that continuous provi-
sion of subsidised gas or elec-
tricity over the long term weak-
ens rather than strengthens the
economy."
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